APPROVED4/16
Regular Meeting of the Casco Township Planning Commission
March 2, 20167 7:00 PM

Members Present: Chairman Daniel Fleming, David Campbell, Lewis Adamson, Greg Knisley,
Paul Macyauski and Judy Graff

Absent: Dian Liepe

Staff Present: Janet Chambers, Recording Secretary

1. Callto order and review of agenda: The meeting was called to order at 7:05 pm.
There were no changes to the agenda.

2. Constituti on aChaimmadhdlereingd ® : Consti tuti onal Mo me nt
noted the importance the Declaration of Independence (which establishes a nation), for
the context it brings to understanding the Constitution (which establishes a government).

3. Public Comment: None

4. Approval of minutes of 01/06/2016: A motion by Campbell, seconded by Macyauski to
approve the minutes of January 6, 2016 as printed. Allin favor. MSC
A letter from Supervisor Overhiser will be submitted to the minutes of 1/6/16 (Attachment
#2).

5. Report from Township Board representative, Judy Graff: Graff reported on the Feb.
15, 2016 Board of Trustees meeting. The report included: An update on road
maintenance schedule for 2016. Approval of new special assessment district for water &
sewer services on 102" Street. Casco property in Miami park bluff & beach area will be
surveyed for signage. A one year assessment of the policing services by Officer Katje to
be given at the March Board meeting. Discussion of proposal for Casco Township to
join the Water & Sewer Authority. South Haven Hospital seeking a partnership.

6. Report from ZBA representative Paul Macyauski: There were 2 variances granted to
a farm owner who wanted to split his farm off from a house on the property. The
property division resulted in two setback variances.

7. Report from Water/Sewer representative Lou Adamson: Adamson reported that all
of the mandatory hookups in Casco Township have been taken care of. South Haven
Township still has some mandatory hookups that have not been completed. There was
discussion on enforcement of the mandatory hookup and legal options. Discussion
about the proposal of Casco Township joining the Authority continued. Adamson stated
Casco Township will have to pay expenses whether Casco joins the Authority or not.
Joining the Authority would give Casco a seat at the voting table.

Some Planning Commission members expressed concern about not knowing the cost to
Casco Township if they join the Water/Sewer Authority. They felt costs to Casco
Township should be clearly spelled before Casco Township joins the Authority.



8.

10.

11.

Old Business i Planning Commission Bylaws: comments or suggestions:

Chairman Fleming asked commissioners to submit anything in the Bylaws they would

like considered for review. Campbellwoul d | i ke tlha efr @esnfol iscetc tafon
reviewed. Campbell would also |ike Ashall o Acould

Chairman Fleming asked that a letter from Supervisor Allan Overhiser be submitted to

the January 6, 2016 minutes (Attachment #2) stating that the Township Board reviewed

the Master Plan and determined that no change is needed at this time. Campbell stated

he feels the Township needs to take a Astrateg
in the future.

New Business i Observations on the South Haven home rental issue: Chairman
Fleming stated with changes and growth there is ebb and flow of opportunities. As
things change over years, towns boom, slow down, and boom again, opportunities come
and go. Practical things, such as noise or traffic, can be handled, the emotional side of
change is more difficult.

Discussion ensued about short term rental. South Haven Township is dealing with short
term rental issues. Casco Planning Commission will have to deal with short term rental

inthe future. Campbell submitted a South Haven Tri bune
Planning Commission discussing an ordinance to regulate short term rentals.
(Attachment #3)

Chairman Fleming had several items that will come up before the Planning Commission

and asked commissioners to begin thinking about them. A farmer will be requesting a

restaurant in an agricultural district. A resident is interested in putting up a 100 ft.

wireless tower for internet. Jensendbs campgro
conforming business.

Campbel |l submi Modeldanguage ta Assist lootakGovelmments in
Adopting a Great Lakes Shor @ttachment#)r ot ecti on Ov

Campbel |l submi BdastPlhceatolLivaor tgiicviienng ide mogr aphi cs of
Township population by occupation. (Attachment #5)

Public Comment: None

Closing comments and adjournment: A motion by Graff, supported by Adamson to
adjourn. All in favor. Meeting adjourned at 8:40 PM.

Next Planning Commission meeting will be Wednesday, May 4, 2016

Minutes prepared by Janet Chambers, Recording Secretary

Attachment #1: Constitutional Moment

Attachment #2: Letter from Supervisor Allan Overhiser, Re: Master Plan to be attached to

1/6/16 minutes

Attachment #3: South Haven Tribune article, Re: Short Term Rental in City of South Haven

Attachment #4: fModel Language to Assist Local Governments in Adopting a Great Lakes

Shoreline Protection Overlay Zoneo



At t a c h meBest Platés to Lived



Attachment #1
Marcl 2, Qole

For our Constitution moment this evening, I would like to read from the Declaration of Independence.
Although the Declaration of Independence precedes the Constitutional Convention by eleven years, it is
important for the context it brings to help us understand the Constitution.

The Declaration establishes the nation. The Constitution establishes the government. When Lincoln
said, “Fourscore and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth upon this continent a new nation..”, he
was referring to the Declaration of Independence. (1863- 87 = 1776)

By the time of the Declaration of Independence, there had been over 150 years of freedom and self
government in the colonies.

The Declaration of Independence is important for us as Planning Commissioners, not only for the
general context of understanding the Constitution, but also for some of the specific items mentioned
such as “the pursuit of happiness™ ( which is a reference to property rights), “tyranny”, and
[government] “abuses and usurpations.”

Looking at the document itself, the actual declaration of independence comes in the last paragraph.

The first two paragraphs give general reasons for the declaration.

The middle part gives the specific reasons



IN CONGRESS, July 4, 1776.
The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America,

When in the Course of human events, it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the political bands
which have connected them with another, and to assume among the powers of the earth, the separate and
equal station to which the Laws of Nature and of Nature's God entitle them, a decent respect to the
opinions of mankind requires that they should declare the causes which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that among these are Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness.—
That to secure these rights, Governments are instituted among Men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed, --That whenever any Form of Government becomes destructive of these ends, it
is the Right of the People to alter or to abolish it, and to institute new Government, laying its foundation on
such principles and organizing its powers in such form, as to them shall seem most likely to effect their
Safety and Happiness. Prudence, indeed, will dictate that Governments long established should not be
changed for light and transient causes; and accordingly all experience hath shewn, that mankind are more
disposed to suffer, while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they
are accustomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, pursuing invariably the same Object
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute Despotism, it is their right, it is their duty, to throw off such
Government, and to provide new Guards for their future security.--Such has been the patient sufferance of
these Colonies; and such is now the necessity which constrains them to alter their former Systems of
Government. The history of the present King of Great Britain is a history of repeated injuries and
usurpations, all having in direct object the establishment of an absolute Tyranny over these States. To
prove this, let Facts be submitted to a candid world.

He has refused his Assent to Laws, the most wholesome and necessary for the public
good.

He has forbidden his Governors to pass Laws of immediate and pressing importance,
unless suspended in their operation till his Assent should be obtained; and when so
suspended, he has utterly neglected to attend to them.

He has refused to pass other Laws for the accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the right of Representation in the Legislature, a
right inestimable to them and formidable to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies at places unusual, uncomfortable, and
distant from the depository of their public Records, for the sole purpose of fatiguing them
into compliance with his measures.

He has dissolved Representative Houses repeatedly, for opposing with manly
firmness his invasions on the rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time, after such dissolutions, to cause others to be elected:;
whereby the Legislative powers, incapable of Annihilation, have returned to the
Peaple at large for their exercise; the State remaining in the mean time exposed to all
the dangers of invasion from without, and convulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the population of these States; for that purpose
obstructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigners; refusing to pass others to
encourage their migrations hither, and raising the conditions of new Appropriations of
Lands.

He has obstructed the Administration of Justice, by refusing his Assent to Laws for
establishing Judiciary powers.

He has made Judges dependent an his Will alone, for the tenure of their offices, and
the amount and payment of their salaries.

He has erected a multitude of New Offices, and sent hither swarms of Officers to
harrass our people, and eat out their substance.

He has kept among us, in times of peace, Standing Armies without the Consent of our
legislatures.

He has affected to render the Military independent of and superior to the Civil power.

He has combined with others to subject us to a jurisdiction foreign to our constitution,
and unacknowledged by our laws; giving his Assent to their Acts of pretended
Legislation:



For Quartering large bodies of armed troops among us:

For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from punishment for any Murders which they
should commit on the Inhabitants of these States:

For cutting off our Trade with all parts of the world:

For imposing Taxes on us without our Consent:

For depriving us in many cases, of the benefits of Trial by Jury:

For transporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended offences

For abolishing the free System of English Laws in a neighbouring Province,
establishing therein an Arbitrary government, and enlarging its Boundaries so as to render
it at once an example and fit instrument for introducing the same absolute rule into these
Colonies:

For taking away our Charters, abolishing our most valuable Laws, and altering
fundamentally the Forms of our Governments:

For suspending our own Legislatures, and declaring themselves invested with power
to legislate for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated Government here, by declaring us out of his Protection and waging
War against us.

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our Coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the
lives of our people.

He is at this time transporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the works
of death, desolation and tyranny, already begun with circumstances of Cruelty &
perfidy scarcely paralleled in the most barbarous ages, and totally unworthy the Head
of a civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms
against their Country, to become the executioners of their friends and Brethren, or to
fall themselves by their Hands.

He has excited domestic insurections amongst us, and has endeavoured to bring on
the inhabitants of our frontiers, the merciless Indian Savages, whose known rule of
warfare, is an undistinguished destruction of all ages, sexes and conditions.

In every stage of these Oppressions We have Petitioned for Redress in the most humble terms:
Our repeated Petitions have been answered only by repeated injury. A Prince whose character is
thus marked by every act which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free peaple.

Nor have We been wanting in attentions to our Brittish brethren. We have warned them from time to time of
attempts by their legislature to extend an unwarrantable jurisdiction over us. We have reminded them of the
circumstances of our emigration and settlement here. We have appealed to their native justice and
magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the ties of our common kindred to disavow these usurpations,
which, would inevitably interrupt our connections and correspondence. They too have been deaf to the
voice of justice and of consanguinity. We must, therefore, acquiesce in the necessity, which denounces our
Separation, and hold them, as we hold the rest of mankind, Enemies in War, in Peace Friends.

We, therefore, the Representatives of the united States of America, in General Congress, Assembled,
appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in the Name, and by
Authority of the good People of these Colonies, solemnly publish and declare, That these United Colonies
are, and of Right ought to be Free and Independent States; that they are Absolved from all Allegiance to
the British Crown, and that all political connection between them and the State of Great Britain, is and
ought to be totally dissolved; and that as Free and Independent States, they have full Power to levy War,
conclude Peace, contract Alliances, establish Commerce, and to do all other Acts and Things which
Independent States may of right do. And for the support of this Declaration, with a firm reliance on the
protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge to each other our Lives, our Fortunes and our sacred
Heonor.



Attachment #2

_ fﬂ/{\lu) “
To: Planning Commission @ t' .
From: Allan Overhiser
RE: Five Year Review

The Township Board reviewed the current Master Plan Goals and Objectives and
concluded that no change is needed at this time (five year review). The board considered
current and past issues that have come up and also tried to look five years down the road. The
board felt that the Master Plan, although not perfect, gives adequate direction, guidance, and
flexibility to allow changes that may be needed in the Zoning Ordinance given the knowledge of
the issues we have today.

In addition, some issues may be better addressed through ordinances other than the
zoning ordinance. As issues arise and are considered please feel free to discuss them as our
goal should be to find the best practical solution.

Thank you for your diligence and commitment. | appreciate all you do and | feel good
knowing that we have a good group in place to conduct business and meet the challenges.

Sincerely,

Allan Overhiser

Note: There will be a special meeting at South Haven City Hall on January 27t at 6pm to hear
information regarding the planned Sewer and Water improvements and the proposed regional
Water and Sewer Authority



Attachment #3



